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No matter who you are, or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here at Trinity!

Gathering and Preparing to Worship

* Denotes to please stand in body or in spirit

Thoughts Before Worship By Nancy C. Townley
Our lives can get so noisy. In this moment, take the time to calm your spirit, rest your body.
Listen for the voice of the Good Shepherd who desires the best for you.

Checking in on social media
You are invited to take the time to check in on social media and let people know where you are.
First, it helps get the word out on Trinity United Church of Christ in Westville
Second, it can give you a good alibi, just in case you need one.

Sounding of the Bells
Throughout the centuries, bells have rung to call people to worship or bring them news.
We use the chiming of the bell to joyously call us to worship, and prepare ourselves.

Welcoming

One: Welcome to worship today at Trinity United Church of Christ in Westville Illinois. If you are worshipping
with us on line, you can download a bulletin from our church’s website
www.trinityuccwestville.org.
They are located in the events section under today’s date,

Let us now pause for prayer to calm ourselves down and prepare our hearts to worship our living and loving
God.

Opening with Prayer By Rev. Dr. Cheryl A. Lindsay

One: Let us pray...

Many: Wonderful God, we delight in your presence. We find shelter in your abiding and enduring love.
You humble us, by gathering us as a people. Thank you for being our Companion and Guide on
this journey. Receive our songs, prayers, and openness. Nourish us from the fountain of your word
and the hospitality of your table. May we find hope and inspiration, courage and direction,
community and resolve as we worship you. Amen.

Announcements

Call to Worship By Rev. Thom Shuman
One: The sinners, the saints, the broken, the whole:
Many: we all come seeking the One who offers grace and hope.


http://www.trinityuccwestville.org/
http://www.trinityuccwestville.org/

One:
Many:

One:
Many:

The doubters, the devout, the wonderers, the wanderers:
we all seek to follow the One who works for justice and hope for all of God's people.

The hesitant, the heroic, the grandparents, the little children:
we all listen for the songs of joy all creation sings to the One who gives life and peace.

*Hymn of Gathering O For a Thousand Tongues to Sing Vs. 1 -4

1 O for a thousand tongues to sing
my great Redeemer's praise,

the glories of my God and King,
the triumphs of his grace!

2 My gracious Master and my God,
assist me to proclaim,

to spread thro' all the earth abroad
the honors of your name.

3 Jesus! the name that charms our fears,
that bids our sorrows cease,

'tis music in the sinner's ears,

'tis life and health and peace.

4 He breaks the power of cancelled sin,
he sets the prisoner free;

his blood can make the foulest clean;
his blood availed for me.

Call to Confession By Rev. Thom Shuman

One:

Prayer
One:
All:

One:

Words
One:

Many:

In this place, in this moment, we wonder, "is it true?" God's hopes, God's promises, God's grace - are they
really for you, for me, for us? God invites us to bring our questions, as well as our fears and failures, so we
might discover the truth for ourselves, as we pray, saying,

of Confession and Letting Go By Rev. Dr. Cheryl A. Lindsay

Let us pray...

Holy One, through the Prophet Hosea, you declared, “I desire steadfast love and not sacrifice, the
knowledge of God rather than burnt offerings.” We confess that, at times, we offer the ritual and
routine of religious practices rather than a discerning heart that breaks with compassion and beats
for justice.

Please take a few moments of silence for personal reflection, and release back to God those things
you need to be forgiven for, in your life

Let us continue...

Strengthen us to the tenderness of knowing you, O God, more deeply, loving our neighbors more
justly, and embracing our lives more fully. Help us to follow your words and do your works today,
and every day.

of Forgiveness and Assurance By Rev. Dr. Cheryl A. Lindsay
Community of Faith, rest assured that renewal and revival is possible and available to us. Let us embrace our
rituals to sing even old songs as if they are new, pray routine prayers as if they have been written in our
hearts, and join in worship as if this were the first or last time.

The Holy One makes all things new, and that may be so in us this day and every day. Thanks be to
God, we are forgiven. Amen.



*Gloria Patri Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost.
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be,
World without end, Amen, Amen.

Sharing of Christ’s Peace
One: As God has poured out the grace of forgiveness and love and peace through Christ, let us also share that
grace with among ourselves. May the peace of Christ be with you.
Many: And also with you.
Please type in, post and share the peace of Christ with those gathered.
Please make sure your comments are appropriate. You can use words such as
“The peace of Christ be with you,”

Listening for God’s Still Speaking Voice

Prayer for Illumination By Rev. Dr. Joanne Carson Brown

One: Let us pray...

Many: Gracious God, open our ears to hear your words of challenge, open our eyes to see your words of
blessing, open our hearts to receive the spirit of your wisdom moving in our midst. Amen

Scripture Readings for Today Genesis 12:1-9 The Call of Abram

12 Now the LORD said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your father’s house to the land that
I will show you. I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you and make your name great, so that you will
be a blessing. *I will bless those who bless you, and the one who curses you I will curse, and in you all the families
of the earth shall be blessed.”!"

*So Abram went, as the LORD had told him, and Lot went with him. Abram was seventy-five years old when he
departed from Haran. ®* Abram took his wife Sarai and his brother’s son Lot and all the possessions that they had
gathered and the persons whom they had acquired in Haran, and they set forth to go to the land of Canaan. When
they had come to the land of Canaan, ® Abram passed through the land to the place at Shechem, to the oak!™ of
Moreh. At that time the Canaanites were in the land. " Then the LORD appeared to Abram and said, “To your
offspring I will give this land.” So he built there an altar to the LORD, who had appeared to him. * From there he
moved on to the hill country on the east of Bethel and pitched his tent, with Bethel on the west and Ai on the east,
and there he built an altar to the LORD and invoked the name of the LORD. > And Abram journeyed on by stages
toward the Negeb.

Matthew 9:9-13; 18 — 26 The Call of Matthew

? As Jesus was walking along, he saw a man called Matthew sitting at the tax-collection station, and he said to him,
“Follow me.” And he got up and followed him.

' And as he sat at dinner™ in the house, many tax collectors and sinners came and were sitting!” with Jesus and his
disciples. " When the Pharisees saw this, they said to his disciples, “Why does your teacher eat with tax collectors
and sinners?” ? But when he heard this, he said, “Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those who
are sick. ® Go and learn what this means, ‘I desire mercy, not sacrifice.” For I have not come to call the righteous
but sinners.”

A Girl Restored to Life and a Woman Healed

" While he was saying these things to them, suddenly a leader came in and knelt before him, saying, “My daughter
has just died, but come and lay your hand on her, and she will live.” ™ And Jesus got up and followed him, with his
disciples. * Then suddenly 2 woman who had been suffering from a flow of blood for twelve years came up behind
him and touched the fringe of his cloak, * for she was saying to herself, “If I only touch his cloak, I will be made
well.” # Jesus turned, and seeing her he said, “Take heart, daughter; your faith has made you well.” And the woman
was made well from that moment. ? When Jesus came to the leader’s house and saw the flute players and the crowd
making a commotion, **he said, “Go away, for the gitl is not dead but sleeping.” And they laughed at him. ** But
when the crowd had been put outside, he went in and took her by the hand, and the gitl got up. ** And the report of
this spread through all of that district.
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A Refection on the Word

* Hymn of Response Softly and Tenderly

1 Softly and tenderly Jesus is calling,

calling for you and for me;

see, on the portals he's waiting and watching,
watching for you and for me.

Refrain:

Come home, come home;

you who are weary come home;
earnestly, tenderly, Jesus is calling,
calling, O sinner, come home!

2 Why should we tarry when Jesus is pleading,
pleading for you and for me?

Why should we linger and heed not his mercies,
mercies for you and for me?

[Refrain]

3 Time is now fleeting, the moments are passing,
passing from you and from me;

shadows are gathering, deathbeds are coming,
coming for you and for me.

[Refrain]

4 O for the wonderful love he has promised,
promised for you and for me!

Though we have sinned, he has mercy and pardon,
pardon for you and for me.

[Refrain]

Offering of Our Gifts and Our Lives
As God has so richly blessed us, in our gratitude let us return a portion of these blessings back to God,
If you are able, please consider giving to the work and ministry of Trinity United Church of Christ.
You may drop your offering for today in the offering plates as they are brought forward.

Your gifts are used in service to others through the ministries and mission of Trinity UCC.

We graciously thank all who are able to support Trinity UCC during this time.

One:

To mail your offering or pledge, please send it to

By Rev. David Robberts-Mosser

Trinity United Church of Christ, 311 E. Moses Ave. Westville, IL. 61883

Our morning Offering will now be received

*Doxology
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him all creatures here below;

Praise Him above, ye heavenly hosts! Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.
* Blessing What We Can Give Back to God

One:

Let us pray...

Many: Holy One, as we worship you through our giving, we dedicate these gifts to the work of your
kingdom come and our hope that your will be done in our community and world. Amen.



The Sacrament of Communion

Invitation to the Table

One:
Many:

One:
Many:

One:
Many:

One:
Many:

One:

Many:

One:

Many:

One:

One:

Christ invites us here. This meal is what connects us to Jesus and to one another. No matter who you are, or
where you are on life’s journey, you are invited to Christ’s table of extravagant welcome
O let us taste and see the goodness of the God who calls us to the table and meets us in every feast!

May the God who gives life to the dead be with you.
And also with you.

Open your hearts to God’s steadfast love.
Hoping against hope, our hearts are glad in God.

Let joyous melodies be offered to our God.
Loving righteousness and justice, we rejoice in God.

You sent those who spoke in your name to remind us of the promises made so long ago. When we
continued to cling to trying to save ourselves, you sent Jesus to us, knowing his faith in you would never
weaken. So, knowing praise is the only response which we can make to such love, we join our voices in this
place and moment with those in every time and place

who forever sing your joy:

Holy, holy, holy are you, God who desires mercy.
All creation sings new songs of thanksgiving.
Hosanna in the highest!

Blessed is the One who eats with people like us.
Hosanna in the highest!

Holy are you, God of Grace, and blessed is your son, Jesus Christ.

He walked among us, calling us to follow that we might know the way to your heart.

Sitting with the outsiders, he fed them with that love which welcomed and embraced them

as siblings from different parents. Following your hopes, he went into the grave where death was waiting,
so he might take us by the hand and lead us into life forever with you.

As we remember your ancient promises fulfilled in the One who will never die,

we would sing of that faith which is ours:

Trusting God’s faithfulness, Christ died on the cross.
Giving God the glory, Christ was raised from the grave.
Calling us to follow, Christ leads us into God’s kingdom.

Gracious God, pour out your Spirit upon these your gifts of loaf and cup, that the bread we break and the
cup we bless may be the communion of the body and blood of Christ. By your Spirit unite us with the
living Christ and with all who follow in his name, that we may be one in ministry in every time and place.
As this bread is Christ’s body for us, help us to be the body of Christ in the world. Let us, as the body of
Christ, pause to lift up those in need of our prayers this morning...

Prayers of intercession may be offered bere.

Help us, O God, to love as Christ loved. Knowing our own weaknesses, may we stand with all who
stumble. Sharing in his suffering, may we remember all who suffer. Held in his love, may we embrace all
whom the world denies. Rejoicing in his forgiveness, may we forgive all who sin against us. And when the



past is finally behind us and we are gathered in the new Jerusalem with our sisters and brothers of every
time and place, we will join our hands around your feast, and sing your praises from the depths of our
hearts, We ask these things, both spoken and unspoken, in the name of Jesus who taught us to pray

The Lord’s Prayer (debts/debtors)
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name.
Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, On earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen

Words of Institution

One: On the night on which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and after giving thanks, he broke it and
gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take, and eat. This bread is my body, given for you. Do this remembering
me.”

And in the same manner, he also took the cup after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant, sealed in
my blood, given for the forgiveness of sin. Drink from it, all of you. Do this remembering me.”

The Communion of the People
One: Christ, our host, offers us the bread of life and the cup of salvation. Come, all has been prepared.

(Please take what you are using for the bread of life and hold it up)
The body of Christ, broken for you, take and eat.

(Please take what you are using for the cup of salvation and hold it up)

The cup of Salvation, poured out for you, take and drink.

* Our Hymn of Departure God of Grace, and God of Glory

1 God of grace and God of glory,
On Your people pour Your pow's;
Crown Your ancient Church’s story;
Bring its bud to glorious flow'r.
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage
For the facing of this hour,

For the facing of this hour.

2 Lo! the hosts of evil round us

Scorn the Christ, assail His ways!
From the fears that long have bound us
Free our hearts to faith and praise.
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage

For the living of these days,

For the living of these days.

3 Cure Your children’s warring madness;
Bend our pride to Your control;

Shame our wanton, selfish gladness,
Rich in things and poor in soul.

Grant us wisdom, grant us courage

Lest we miss Your kingdom’s goal,

Lest we miss Your kingdom’s goal.

4 Set our feet on lofty places

Gird our lives that they may be
Armored with all Christ like graces
In the fight to set us free

Grant us wisdom, grant us courage
In the quest for liberty,

In the quest for liberty

5 Save us from weak resignation
To the evils we deplore;

Let the gift of Your salvation

Be our glory evermore.

Grant us wisdom, grant us courage,
Serving You whom we adore,
Serving You whom we adore.



* Charge and Benediction

One: As you go from this gathering, Find hope in the journey. Cultivate joy in the journey
Give love in the journey. Share peace in the journey. And trust that the God of the journey
will be with you now and always. So go out into the world in peace. Love the Lord your God with all your
heart, with all your mind, and all your strength; and love your neighbor as yourself.

Many: We go in peace to love and serve the Lord.

One: And now may the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be
with you, now and forever. And may laughter and joy go with you every step of your journey.

Many: Amen.

Sing “A-Men!”

Thank you for worshipping with us today! Remember, no matter who you are,
or where you are on Iife’s journey, you are welcome here at Trinity UCC



