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No matter who you are, or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here at Trinity!

Gathering and Preparing to Worship 
*Denotes to please stand in body or in spirit

Thoughts Before Worship								By Nancy C. Townley
Our lives can get so noisy. In this moment, take the time to calm your spirit, rest your body. 
Listen for the voice of the Good Shepherd who desires the best for you. 

Checking in on social media
	You are invited to take the time to check in on social media and let people know where you are.
	First, it helps get the word out on Trinity United Church of Christ in Westville
	Second, it can give you a good alibi, just in case you need one.

Sounding of the Bells
Throughout the centuries, bells have rung to call people to worship or bring them news. 
We use the chiming of the bell to joyously call us to worship, and prepare ourselves.

Welcoming 
One:	Welcome to worship today at Trinity United Church of Christ in Westville Illinois. If you are worshipping with us on line, you can download a bulletin from our church’s website 
www.trinityuccwestville.org. 
They are located in the events section under today’s date, 
Let us now pause for prayer to calm ourselves down and prepare our hearts to worship our living and loving God.

Our Opening Prayer									by Dr. Sharon R. Fennema
One:	 Let us pray…
Many:	Gracious God, let this prayer be a river, making a way out of no way until we reach the place that
holds us all, together. Let this prayer be a tear, spilling over the walls we place between us.
Let this prayer be the Spirit, drenching us in new life, until the kingdom comes. Amen.

Announcements

Our Call to Worship  			A Litany for Lent			By Rev. Thom Shuman
One:	Christ of the comfortable, you would call us from our security and sameness, down that unknown path
which leads to God's heart:
Many:	with trust, we would place our hands in yours, and follow.




One:	Companion of our sleepless nights, you would beckon us out of the shadows of our fears, calling us to bring
our doubts and questioning hearts along:
Many:	with humility, we would listen to those answers we do not expect, or even understand.

One:	Who word which creates out of nothingness, you would fill us with life where we see only emptiness, you would keep your promises when all ours lie littered on the ground:
Many:	we would let your grace transform us into faithful disciples.

*The Opening Hymn of Praise		#572 Blue Hymnal		Blessed Assurance Vs. 1 & 3

The Call to Confession      								By Rev. Thom Shuman                                                                                      
One:	When we least expect it, even when we are not ready, God comes to us, calling us to trust, calling us to
follow, calling us to set aside our foolish lives, for the grace-full ones which are offered to us.  Let us confess how often we choose not to follow, as we pray together our prayer of confession saying,

Prayer of Confession       								By Rev. Thom Shuman                                            
One:	Let us pray…
Many:	We are all too human, Faithful God, and so think we have nothing to learn from others, and thus
discount ancestors in the faith like Nicodemus or Sarah.  We look for an answers online, convinced that we can trust whatever we find.  We close tight the shutters of our souls, so the Spirit can only rattle us, but not get in to transform our lives.

Please take a few moments of silence for personal reflection, and release back to God those things 
you need to be forgiven for, in your life
One:	Let us continue…
Many:	Yet you continue to keep watch of us, faithful God, whether it is when we swagger through the sunshine of our lives, or in those shadowed moments of uncertainty in the night.  You will not stumble as you continue to come to us, to lead us into your kingdom.  You will always be our help, whether or not we recognize it or accept it, even as you remained faithful to Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior.

Words of Forgiveness and Assurance 						By Rev. Thom Shuman            
One:	Our hope, our help, our peace, our joy?  All come from God, the One who loved us, and the world so much, that Jesus came to bring us salvation.
Many:	Keeper of our souls, be with us;
Watcher of our days, lead us;
Salvation of our lives, have mercy on us.  Amen.

*Gloria Patri		      Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost.
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be,
World without end, Amen, Amen.

Sharing of Christ’s Peace                  
[bookmark: _Hlk39126090]The peace of Christ be with you.
And also with you.
One:	In the face of a stranger, in the greeting of a friend, we see our Lord, Jesus Christ. 
As a forgiven and renewed people, please share the peace of Christ with those around you.

[bookmark: _Hlk39126222]

We Listen for God’s Word

Our Prayer for Illumination 								By Robert Blezard 
One:	The universe proclaims God’s truth. God’s knowledge flows night and day!
Many:	We open our ears to hear, our minds to comprehend, our hearts to receive
[bookmark: _Hlk39126340]
Our Scripture Reading for Today		John 3:1-17				Nicodemus Visits Jesus
3 Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. 2 He came to Jesus[a] by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has come from God, for no one can do these signs that you do unless God is with that person.” 3 Jesus answered him, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God without being born from above.”[b] 4 Nicodemus said to him, “How can anyone be born after having grown old? Can one enter a second time into the mother’s womb and be born?” 5 Jesus answered, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God without being born of water and Spirit. 6 What is born of the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7 Do not be astonished that I said to you, ‘You[c] must be born from above.’[d] 8 The wind[e] blows where it chooses, and you hear the sound of it, but you do not know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.” 9 Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things be?” 10 Jesus answered him, “Are you the teacher of Israel, and yet you do not understand these things?
11 “Very truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to what we have seen, yet you[f] do not receive our testimony. 12 If I have told you about earthly things and you do not believe, how can you believe if I tell you about heavenly things? 13 No one has ascended into heaven except the one who descended from heaven, the Son of Man.[g] 14 And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, 15 that whoever believes in him may have eternal life.[h]
16 “For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life.
17 “Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world but in order that the world might be saved through him.

[bookmark: _Hlk39126444]A Refection on the Word       		“Hope in the Night”			Rev. Connie Tapp Bandy                                                                                                                   

We Respond to God’s Word

[bookmark: _Hlk39126486]*Our Hymn of Response 	#667 Blue Hymnal	Lord Speak to Me that I May Speak Vs. 1 & 4

Offering of Our Gifts and Our Lives    						by Dr. Sharon R. Fennema
One:	The season of Lent invites us to consider what it means for us to live life sacrificially, to lean into Jesus’ call
to costly discipleship. How might God be calling you to a new way of sharing your resources to build care and equity in our communities and world? Let us offer whatever gifts we have to love the world like God did in giving God’s Son. Our morning offering will now be received.

*Doxology 
	Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him all creatures here below;
	Praise Him above, ye heavenly hosts!  Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.






*Blessing What We Give Back to God  						By the UMC
One: 	Let us pray…
Many:	Faithful God of New Beginnings, as Nicodemus discovered, your love is not earned but freely given. Receive now these gifts we offer—not as payment or proof, but as signs of our belief, our hope, and our gratitude. Use them to share your transforming love with a world still searching in the dark. In the name of your Son, given in love, we pray. Amen.
                                                               
[bookmark: _Hlk94521576][bookmark: _Hlk144182893]The Sacrament of Communion

[bookmark: _Hlk39126821]Invitation to the Table                                                        
One:	Christ invites us here. This meal is what connects us to that river of living water and the tree of life that never lacks food for bellies or shade for peaceful rest. No matter who you are, or where you are on life’s journey, you are invited to Christ’s table of extravagant welcome
Many:	O let us taste and see the goodness of the God who calls us to the table and meets us in every feast!

Great Prayer of Thanksgiving  							By Rev. Thom Shuman                                                
One:	May the God of great adventures be with you!
Many:	And also with you!

One:	It is God who is able to keep our hearts filled with hope and peace.
Many:	We will offer our hearts to the One who is our Keeper.

One:	Trust in the promises whose fulfillment we cannot see.
Many:	We lift our songs to the One who is always with us.

One:	Prophets responded to your call to them, daring to bring us those words we did not want to hear,
calling us back to a way of life we had abandoned, but we knew that we preferred life in the absence of your presence. For this reason, you sent Jesus into the world, so that we, along with all creation, might be saved.
With those who toss and turn in the night,
with those who have responded to your call,
we lift our thanksgivings to you:

Many:	Holy, holy, holy are you, Who neither slumbers nor sleeps.
All creation blesses your glorious name.
Hosanna in the highest!
Blessed is the One who comes to answer our questions.
Hosanna in the highest!

One:	Holy One, you are the God of blessings, and Jesus Christ is your Faithful One.
The One who humbled himself to become like us.
The One who was truly righteous, he emptied himself to fill us with grace.
The One who had spoken life into existence,
he embraced death on the cross, so that we might be justified through your grace and wonder.

As we continue on the journey to Jerusalem,
as we seek to leave our comfortable lives to follow,
we would talk about that mystery we call faith:

Many:	Christ died, faithful to the end;
Christ was raised, so all creation might be saved;
Christ will come, to bring us to that home he will show us.
[bookmark: _Hlk39127053][bookmark: _Hlk94521841][bookmark: _Hlk70572362][bookmark: _Hlk70572915]
One:	Gracious God, pour out your Spirit upon these your gifts of loaf and cup, that the bread we break and the
cup we bless may be the communion of the body and blood of Christ.  By your Spirit unite us with the living Christ and with all who follow in his name, that we may be one in ministry in every time and place.  As this bread is Christ’s body for us, help us to be the body of Christ in the world. Let us, as the body of Christ, pause to lift up those in need of our prayers this morning…

Prayers of intercession may be offered here.

[bookmark: _Hlk39127130]One:	Help us, O God, to love as Christ loved.  Knowing our own weaknesses, may we stand with all who stumble.  Sharing in his suffering, may we remember all who suffer.  Held in his love, may we embrace all whom the world denies.  Rejoicing in his forgiveness, may we forgive all who sin against us.  And when the past is finally behind us and we are gathered in the new Jerusalem with our sisters and brothers of every time and place, we will join our hands around your feast, and sing your praises from the depths of our hearts, We ask these things, both spoken and unspoken, in the name of Jesus who taught us to pray

The Lord’s Prayer (debts/debtors)
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. 
Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, On earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen

[bookmark: _Hlk70572805][bookmark: _Hlk94522005]Words of Institution
One:	On the night on which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and after giving thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take, eat.  This bread is my body, given for you.  Do this remembering me.”

And in the same manner, he also took the cup after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant, sealed in my blood, given for the forgiveness of sin.  Drink from it, all of you.  Do this remembering me.”

Sharing the Elements
One:	Christ, our host, offers us the bread of life and the cup of salvation.  Come, all has been prepared.

(Please take what you are using for the bread of life and hold it up)
The body of Christ, broken for you, take and eat.

(Please take what you are using for the cup of salvation and hold it up)
The cup of Salvation, poured out for you, take and drink.

[bookmark: _Hlk39127940]Prayer After Communion
One:	Let us pray…
Many:	Gracious God, we thank you for this meal and for all of the ways you nourish us. Help us to grow so that we may nourish others. Sustain us as we press toward the goal of your call to serve all of your children in the name of our savior, Christ Jesus. Amen.



We Go to Love and Serve God in God’s World

[bookmark: _Hlk39128216]*Our Hymn of Parting 			# 147 Blue Hymnal			How Great Thou Art

*Charge and Benediction								By Rev. Thom Shuman
One:	Now go with the Spirit, from the comfort of this place,
Many:	so we may go to bring hope to the world.

One:	Now carry the Light of Christ with you,
Many:	we will go into the shadows with this gift.

One:	Now trust in God who is always with you,
Many:	we will follow that life called discipleship.

[bookmark: _Hlk136326402]One:	Now go out into the world in peace.  Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your mind, and all your strength; and love your neighbor as yourself.
Many:	We go in peace to love and serve the Lord.

One:	Go forth, knowing that the God who created you, the Christ who redeems you and the Spirit who empowers you is with you today and for ever more. 
Many:	Amen.
 
Thank you for worshipping with us today!  Remember, no matter who you are, 
or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here at Trinity UCC
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