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Trinity United Church of  Christ Worship Bulletin 
Letting God’s light shine since 1901 

 

We worship God and seek to share His Word with everyone through faith in Jesus Christ 
 

October 12, 2025               www.trinityuccwestville.org 
 

No matter who you are, or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here at Trinity! 
 

Gathering and Preparing to Worship  
*Denotes to please stand in body or in spirit 

 
Thoughts Before Worship        By Nancy C. Townley 

Our lives can get so noisy. In this moment, take the time to calm your spirit, rest your body.  
Listen for the voice of the Good Shepherd who desires the best for you.  

 
Checking in on social media 
 You are invited to take the time to check in on social media and let people know where you are. 
 First, it helps get the word out on Trinity United Church of Christ in Westville 
 Second, it can give you a good alibi, just in case you need one. 
 
Sounding of the Bells 

Throughout the centuries, bells have rung to call people to worship or bring them news.  
We use the chiming of the bell to joyously call us to worship, and prepare ourselves. 

 
Welcoming  
One: Welcome to worship today at Trinity United Church of Christ in Westville Illinois. If you are worshipping 

with us on line, you can download a bulletin from our church’s website  
www.trinityuccwestville.org.  
They are located in the events section under today’s date,  
Let us now pause for prayer to calm ourselves down and prepare our hearts to worship our living and loving 
God. 

 
Opening with Prayer         By Rev. Thom Shuman 
One: Let us pray… 
Many: Awesome Creator: you bring us together in this sanctuary, calling us from all those places 

where we live and work and play, so we can recognize you in faces lined with wisdom; so we can 
hear you in the questions of the smallest child; so we can sit up and notice all that you do in our 
midst. Bless our time together, God. May our worship and praise be acceptable and pleasing to 
you. Amen. 

 
Announcements 
 
Call to Worship          By Rev. Thom Shuman           
One: Whether we live in an apartment or a house; if we reside in the country, suburbs, or the city: 
Many: God tells us to pray for the places where we live. 
 

http://www.trinityuccwestville.org/
http://www.trinityuccwestville.org/
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One: Whether we are exiles or prisoners for the gospel; if we are young, old, insider, outcast: 
Many: God says, 'when you search for me, you will find me.' 
 
One: Whether we have been wandering and lost; or if we have lived in the same place all our lives: 
Many: God says, 'I will gather you from all your places and bring you home.’ 
 
*Hymn of Gathering   Come Ye Thankful People Come Vs. 1-3 
 

1 Come, ye thankful people, come,  

raise the song of harvest home;  

all is safely gathered in,  

ere the winter storms begin.  

God our Maker doth provide  

for our wants to be supplied;  

come to God's own temple, come,  

raise the song of harvest home.  

 

2 All the world is God's own field,  

fruit as praise to God we yield;  

wheat and tares together sown  

are to joy or sorrow grown;  

first the blade and then the ear,  

then the full corn shall appear;  

Lord of harvest, grant that we  

wholesome grain and pure may be.  

 

3 Even so, Lord, quickly come, 

bring thy final harvest home;  

gather thou thy people in,  

free from sorrow, free from sin,  

there, forever purified,  

in thy presence to abide;  

come, with all thine angels, come,  

raise the glorious harvest home. 

 
Call to Confession           By Rev. Thom Shuman 
 One: Despite our foolish and angry words, God continues to speak of mercy to us. Despite our best efforts to be 

faithless in our living, God remains faithful in keeping the promise to forgive us and restore us to 
wholeness.  Let us confess our sins to God, so that God's hope and grace might endure in our brokenness. 

                                                                                      
Prayer of Confession and Letting Go         By Rev. Thom Shuman                                                 
One: Let us pray… 
All: God beyond borders, we know that on our way to worship, we may not have noticed the exiles in 

our neighborhoods. We admit how easy it is for us to wander down the streets of temptation, 
pausing at the corner of easy choices. We fall silent in the presence of those who speak words of 
anger and hate. We tolerate a culture that suspects all who are different from us. 
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Please take a few moments of silence for personal reflection, and release back to God those things  
you need to be forgiven for, in your life 

 
One: Let us continue… 
All: Have mercy on us, O God, for surely you take the side of justice. Open our hearts to all the 

wonders you are performing in our lives. You gift us with those of other cultures, that our lives 
might be blessed.  You send us friends out of places we least expect, that our community might be 
enriched. You call us to be generous with our blessings, so others might be graced with the gift of 
Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior. Amen. 

 
Words of Forgiveness and Assurance          By Rev. Thom Shuman 
One: God challenges us, God encourages us. God confronts us, and God accepts us. God works wonders in our 

midst and gives us the eyes, the hearts, the souls to see such miracles. 
Many: God forgives us, God guides us through the wilderness of the world, God leads us home.  Thanks 

be to God. Amen. 
        
*Gloria Patri        Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. 

As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, 
World without end, Amen, Amen. 

Sharing of Christ’s Peace           By Lisa Frenz 
One: Welcome each other. Welcome the stranger. Welcome all who come. As Christ welcomed everyone, no 

matter what their background, no matter what their social status; as Christ welcomed enemies and friends, 
outcasts and leaders, foreigners and neighbors, let us open our hearts and homes and lives. Let us be Christ 
to everyone we meet. May the peace of Christ be with you         

Many: And also with you. 
Please type in, post and share the peace of Christ with those gathered. 

Please make sure your comments are appropriate. You can use words such as 
 “The peace of Christ be with you,” 

 

Listening for God’s Still Speaking Voice 
 
Prayer for Illumination                                                                                 
One: Let us pray… 
Many: Holy Spirit, settle our hearts and minds as we read the scriptures today. Help us to hear them in a 

new way. May our meditations and actions be acceptable to God and may the peace of Christ be 
with us. Amen. 

 

Scripture Reading for Today Luke 17:11-19   Jesus Heals Ten Men With Leprosy 
11 Now on his way to Jerusalem, Jesus traveled along the border between Samaria and Galilee. 12 As he was 
going into a village, ten men who had leprosy[a] met him. They stood at a distance 13 and called out in a loud 
voice, “Jesus, Master, have pity on us!” 
14 When he saw them, he said, “Go, show yourselves to the priests.” And as they went, they were cleansed. 
15 One of them, when he saw he was healed, came back, praising God in a loud voice. 16 He threw himself 
at Jesus’ feet and thanked him—and he was a Samaritan. 
17 Jesus asked, “Were not all ten cleansed? Where are the other nine? 18 Has no one returned to give praise 
to God except this foreigner?” 19 Then he said to him, “Rise and go; your faith has made you well.” 
Footnotes 

a. Luke 17:12 The Greek word traditionally translated leprosy was used for various diseases affecting the skin. 

 
A Refection on the Word            By Rev. David Robberts-Mosser                                                                                                                    

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+17:11-19#fen-NIV-25664a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+17:11-19#en-NIV-25664
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* Hymn of Response   Pass Me Not, O Gentle Savior 
1 Pass me not, O gentle Savior, 
Hear my humble cry, 
While on others Thou art calling, 
Do not pass me by. 

 
Refrain: 
Savior, Savior, 
Hear my humble cry; 
While on others Thou art calling, 
Do not pass me by. 

 
2 Let me at a throne of mercy 
Find a sweet relief; 
Kneeling there in deep contrition, 
Help my unbelief.  
[Refrain] 

 
3 Trusting only in Thy merit, 
Would I seek Thy face; 
Heal my wounded, broken spirit, 
Save me by Thy grace.  
[Refrain] 

 
4 Thou the Spring of all my comfort, 
More than life to me, 
Whom have I on earth beside Thee? 
Whom in heav'n but Thee?  
[Refrain] 

 
 

Offering of Our Gifts and Our Lives                                                                      
One: God calls us to plant and build, heal and seek the well-being of all. As we share our gifts with the church 

and community, may we recognize that sharing our talents, treasures, and time benefits all of creation. 
As God has so richly blessed us, in our gratitude let us return a portion of these blessings back to God,  
If you are able, please consider giving to the work and ministry of Trinity United Church of Christ. 
You may drop your offering for today in the offering plates as they are brought forward. 
Your gifts are used in service to others through the ministries and mission of Trinity UCC.  
We graciously thank all who are able to support Trinity UCC during this time.  
To mail your offering or pledge, please send it to  

 

Trinity United Church of Christ, 311 E. Moses Ave. Westville, IL. 61883 
  

Our morning Offering will now be received  
 

*Doxology  
  

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him all creatures here below; 
 Praise Him above, ye heavenly hosts!  Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
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* Blessing What We Can Give Back to God      By The UMC 
One: Let us pray… 
Many: Gracious healer who meets us on the way, you give gifts we never earn and mercies we often forget 

to name. Receive these offerings as signs of our gratitude and expressions of our faith. Let them be 
more than ritual—let them become praise, rising from lives made whole in your grace. May we 
never settle for being merely clean when you call us to wellness, to joy, to thanksgiving. Make us a 
generous people, healed and healing, blessing others as you have blessed us. In the name of Jesus, 
who makes us well we pray. Amen. 

 
Prayers of the People   

Please drop off any prayer requests in the basket located in the narthex, or in the offering plate.  
Please only first names, and keep your prayers appropriate to our worship. 

If you are worshipping via Facebook Livesteam 
Please type in and post in the comments section and share any prayer requests. 

We will try and get to every prayer posted during worship. 
If we don’t get to your request, we will lift up your requests after worship. 
After Pastor David reads the petition, he will say “Lord in Your mercy,” 

and the congregation will respond with “Hear our prayer…” 
 

The Lord’s Prayer (debts/debtors) 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name.  

Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, On earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  

And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen 
 

* Our Hymn of Departure   God, Your Blessings Overflow 
Sung to the tune “For the Beauty of the Earth" 

 

1 God, your blessings overflow! What can we begin to say? 
How can we begin to show, All our gratitude this day? 
God, we join to worship you, Giving thanks for all you do. 

 

2 Thank you for the life you give, For each friend and family, 
For the land in which we live, For your love that sets us free. 
Thank you, God, for daily bread, And for feasts of joy you spread. 

 

3 Yet at tables where we share, Sometimes there is also pain. 
There may be an empty chair: When will we feel whole again? 
When our days of grief are long, Thank you that your love is strong. 

 

4 So we join in thanks this day, So your gifts we freely share, 
So we follow Christ the Way, Loving, serving everywhere. 
Spirit, may our lives express, All our daily thankfulness. 

 

* Charge and Benediction        By Rev. Michelle Torigan 
One: As we move about God’s Realm this week, 
Many: May we recognize the Spirit’s movement in forging new pathways 
 

One: As we move about God’s community this week 
Many: May we recognize the Christ’s movement in shaping communities of gratitude, 
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One: As we move about God’s world this week 
Many: May we recognize the Divine’s movement in a world in which all have the means to thrive. 
 

One: As you go out into the world in peace.  Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your mind, and 
all your strength; and love your neighbor as yourself. 

Many: We go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
 

One: And now may the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be 
with you, now and forever.  And may laughter and joy go with you every step of your journey.  

Many: Amen. 
 
Sing “A-Men!” 

 

Thank you for worshipping with us today!  Remember, no matter who you are,  
or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here at Trinity UCC 

 

 
 


