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Trinity United Church of Christ Worship Bulletin 
Letting God’s light shine since 1901 

 

We worship God and seek to share His Word with everyone through faith in Jesus Christ 
 

August 24, 2025               www.trinityuccwestville.org 
 

No matter who you are, or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here at Trinity! 
 

Gathering and Preparing to Worship  
*Denotes to please stand in body or in spirit 

 
Thoughts Before Worship        By Nancy C. Townley 

Our lives can get so noisy. In this moment, take the time to calm your spirit, rest your body.  
Listen for the voice of the Good Shepherd who desires the best for you.  

 
Checking in on social media 
 You are invited to take the time to check in on social media and let people know where you are. 
 First, it helps get the word out on Trinity United Church of Christ in Westville 
 Second, it can give you a good alibi, just in case you need one. 
 
Sounding of the Bells 

Throughout the centuries, bells have rung to call people to worship or bring them news.  
We use the chiming of the bell to joyously call us to worship, and prepare ourselves. 

 
Welcoming  
One: Welcome to worship today at Trinity United Church of Christ in Westville Illinois. If you are worshipping 

with us on line, you can download a bulletin from our church’s website  
www.trinityuccwestville.org.  
They are located in the events section under today’s date,  
Let us now pause for prayer to calm ourselves down and prepare our hearts to worship our living and loving 
God. 

 
Opening with Prayer         By Nancy Townley 
One: Let us pray… 
Many: Lord God, whose power and mercy have extended to all ends of creation, pour your love on us this 

day that we might be healed and be made ready to serve you by serving others in this world that 
you have created. In Jesus’ Name, we pray. Amen. 

 
Announcements 
 
Call to Worship            By Nancy Townley 
 One:  In the midst of trouble and turmoil, God is our refuge. 
Many:  God is our mighty fortress and shield. 
 
One:  In God's strength we shall be healed. 
Many:  In God's love we shall witness the Good News. 
 

http://www.trinityuccwestville.org/
http://www.trinityuccwestville.org/
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One:  Come, let us worship God, grateful for God's wondrous power. 
Many:  Open our hearts, Lord, that we might truly become bearers of peace and justice.  
     
*Hymn of Gathering    This is the Day 
  1 This is the day, this is the day 

That our God has made, that our God has made 
We will rejoice, we will rejoice 
And be glad in it, and be glad in it 
This is the day that our Gode has made 
We will rejoice and be glad in it 
This is the day, this is the day 
That our God has made 

 
2 This is the day, this is the day 
Jesus rose again, Jesus rose again 
We will rejoice, we will rejoice 
And be glad in it, and be glad in it 
This is the day Jesus rose again 
We will rejoice and be glad in it 
This is the day, this is the day, 
Jesus rose again 

 
3 This is the day, this is the day 
When the Spirit came, when the Spirit came 
We will rejoice, we will rejoice 
And be glad in it, and be glad in it 
This is the day when the Spirit came, 
We will rejoice and be glad in it 
This is the day, this is the day 
When the Spirit came 

 
Call to Confession            By Rev. Thom Shuman 
One: When we were children, we learned not to touch hot things so we would not be burned. If only avoiding sin 

was that easy! But sin seems so comfortable, so easy, and so harmless that we cannot stop ourselves from 
sinning.  Let us confess our sins to the One who chooses to forgive us and love us unconditionally, as we 
pray together our prayer of confession… 

                                                                                       
Prayer of Confession and Letting Go         By Rev. Thom Shuman                                                 
One: Let us pray… 
All: Yet once more, we come to you with our prayers, Holy God. Our crippling spirits keep us from 

following you. Our grudges weigh us down until we cannot walk straight in your way.  Our anger 
becomes a fire which scorches our friends and loved ones. Our fears blind us to the goodness in 
those we believe to be different. 

 
Please take a few moments of silence for personal reflection, and release back to God those things  

you need to be forgiven for, in your life 
 

One: Let us continue… 
All: Forgive us, God our Rock, and set us free from our wrong-doings and failures. From the day of our 

birth, we have known your love, grace, and hope. So may we offer you our joyful thanks, as 
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Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior, reaches out to touch us with your healing forgiveness, yet once 
more. Amen. 

 
Words of Forgiveness and Assurance        By Rev. Thom Shuman    
 One: God chooses not to turn a deaf ear to us, but to listen to our prayers. God chooses not to shame us,  

but to save us. 
Many: This is, indeed, good news for us! We are set free to drink deeply from the waters of life.  

Thanks be to God, we are forgiven! Amen.  
        
*Gloria Patri        Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. 

As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, 
World without end, Amen, Amen. 

Sharing of Christ’s Peace                   
One: The peace of Christ be with you. 
Many: And also with you. 

Please type in, post and share the peace of Christ with those gathered. 
Please make sure your comments are appropriate. You can use words such as 

 “The peace of Christ be with you,” 

 

Listening for God’s Still Speaking Voice 
 
Prayer for Illumination                                                                                 
One: Let us pray… 
Many: Holy God, you care for our needs with your compassionate presence and teachings.  

Holy God, be with us and guide our seeking, and bless us with the understanding of Your word.  
In Jesus name we pray. Amen. 

Scripture Readings for Today 
Isaiah 58:9b-14 
9 “If you do away with the yoke of oppression, with the pointing finger and malicious talk, 
10 and if you spend yourselves in behalf of the hungry and satisfy the needs of the oppressed, 
then your light will rise in the darkness, and your night will become like the noonday. 
11 The LORD will guide you always; he will satisfy your needs in a sun-scorched land 
and will strengthen your frame. 
You will be like a well-watered garden, like a spring whose waters never fail. 
12 Your people will rebuild the ancient ruins and will raise up the age-old foundations; 
you will be called Repairer of Broken Walls, Restorer of Streets with Dwellings. 
13 “If you keep your feet from breaking the Sabbath and from doing as you please on my holy day, 
if you call the Sabbath a delight and the LORD’s holy day honorable, 
and if you honor it by not going your own way and not doing as you please or speaking idle words, 
14 then you will find your joy in the LORD, 
and I will cause you to ride in triumph on the heights of the land  
and to feast on the inheritance of your father Jacob.” 
For the mouth of the LORD has spoken. 
 
Luke 13:10-17   Jesus Heals a Crippled Woman on the Sabbath 
10 On a Sabbath Jesus was teaching in one of the synagogues, 11 and a woman was there who had been crippled by a 
spirit for eighteen years. She was bent over and could not straighten up at all. 12 When Jesus saw her, he called her 
forward and said to her, “Woman, you are set free from your infirmity.” 13 Then he put his hands on her, and 
immediately she straightened up and praised God. 
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14 Indignant because Jesus had healed on the Sabbath, the synagogue leader said to the people, “There are six days 
for work. So come and be healed on those days, not on the Sabbath.” 
15 The Lord answered him, “You hypocrites! Doesn’t each of you on the Sabbath untie your ox or donkey from the 
stall and lead it out to give it water? 16 Then should not this woman, a daughter of Abraham, whom Satan has kept 
bound for eighteen long years, be set free on the Sabbath day from what bound her?” 
17 When he said this, all his opponents were humiliated, but the people were delighted with all the wonderful things 
he was doing. 
 
A Refection on the Word                                                                                                                           
 
* Hymn of Response    Jesus Calls Us O’er the Tumult 

1 Jesus calls us o'er the tumult 
of our life's wild, restless sea; 
day by day his voice invites me, 
saying "Christian, follow me!" 

 
2 As the first disciples heard it 
by the Gal-i-le-an lake, 
turned from home and toil and kindred, 
leaving all for his dear sake. 

 
3 Jesus calls us from the worship 
of the vain world's golden store, 
from each idol that would keep us, 
saying "Christian, love me more." 

 
4 In our joys and in our sorrows, 
days of toil and hours of ease, 
still he calls, in cares and pleasures, 
"Christian, love me more than these." 

 
5 Jesus calls us! In your mercy, 
Savior, help us hear your call; 
give our hearts to your obedience, 
serve and love you best of all! 

 
Offering of Our Gifts and Our Lives                                                                      
One: As God has so richly blessed us, in our gratitude let us return a portion of these blessings back to God,  

If you are able, please consider giving to the work and ministry of Trinity United Church of Christ. 
You may drop your offering for today in the offering plates as they are brought forward. 
Your gifts are used in service to others through the ministries and mission of Trinity UCC.  
We graciously thank all who are able to support Trinity UCC during this time.  
To mail your offering or pledge, please send it to  

 

Trinity United Church of Christ, 311 E. Moses Ave. Westville, IL. 61883 
 

Our morning Offering will now be received  
 

*Doxology  
 Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him all creatures here below; 
 Praise Him above, ye heavenly hosts!  Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
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* Blessing What We Can Give Back to God  
One: Let us pray… 
Many: May we share you gifts with grace, so others might be touched by your love, healed by your touch, 

fed and nourished by your compassionate as well as the fruit of your creation.   
In Jesus’ name, we pray.  Amen. 

 
Prayers of the People   

Please drop off any prayer requests in the basket located in the narthex, or in the offering plate.  
Please only first names, and keep your prayers appropriate to our worship. 

If you are worshipping via Facebook Livesteam 
Please type in and post in the comments section and share any prayer requests. 

We will try and get to every prayer posted during worship. 
If we don’t get to your request, we will lift up your requests after worship. 
After Pastor David reads the petition, he will say “Lord in Your mercy,” 

and the congregation will respond with “Hear our prayer…” 
 
The Lord’s Prayer (debts/debtors) 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name.  
Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, On earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen 

 
* Our Hymn of Departure   Guide Me O Thou Great Jehova 

1 Guide me, O Thou great Jehovah, 
   Pilgrim through this barren land; 
   I am weak, but Thou art mighty, 
   Hold me with Thy pow’rful hand. 
   Bread of heaven, Bread of heaven, 
   Feed me till I want no more; 
   Feed me till I want no more. 

 
2 Open now the crystal fountain, 
   Whence the healing stream doth flow; 
   Let the fire and cloudy pillar 
   Lead me all my journey through. 
   Strong Deliv’rer, strong Deliv’rer, 
   Be Thou still my Strength and Shield; 
   Be Thou still my Strength and Shield. 

 
3 When I tread the verge of Jordan, 
   Bid my anxious fears subside; 
   Death of death and hell’s Destruction, 
   Land me safe on Canaan’s side. 
   Songs of praises, songs of praises, 
   I will ever give to Thee; 
   I will ever give to Thee. 
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* Charge and Benediction        By Rev. Thom Shuman 
One: Having been welcomed with grace, let us go out this day. 
Many: We will go to serve all of God’s children, meeting them where they are. 
 

One: Having listened to God’s Word, Let us go to share what we have learned. 
Many: We will go to stand with those who are uncertain about life, 

to walk with those who have stumbled on their journey. 
 

One: Having been set free by the Spirit let us go to be sisters and brothers with all, 
Many: We will go to release those bound by cruelty and injustice,  

to bring healing to those crippled by fears. 
 

One: Having worshipped our living and loving God, go out into the world in peace.  Love the Lord your God 
with all your heart, with all your mind, and all your strength; and love your neighbor as yourself. 

 We go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
 

One: And now may the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be 
with you, now and forever.  And may laughter and joy go with you every step of your journey.  

Many: Amen. 
 

Sing “A-Men!” 
 

Thank you for worshipping with us today!  Remember, no matter who you are,  
or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here at Trinity UCC 

 

 


